
M I N U T E S 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

November 1, 2004 
7:25 PM County Courthouse 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, Council Members 

Pacholl, Chamberlain, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Koch, and Nordin 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Paul Philipp, Craig Hoium, Jim Hurm, Trish Wiechmann, David 

Hoversten, and Tom Dankert 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Public, Austin Daily Herald, and Austin Post Bulletin 
 
Mayor Rietz opened the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  
 
Item #1 – Police Chief Paul Philipp noted he has recommended denying a Taxicab Driver 
License to Chris Bundy due to some recent criminal activity and an arrest in 2003 for DWI.  Mr. 
Bundy was not at the meeting to respond.  Council Member Pacholl noted he would like to give 
both applicants that are on the agenda tonight a second chance here.  City Attorney David 
Hoversten noted the recommendation of denial on the license still needs to go to Council. 
 
Motion by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson to move the issue 
to Council on November 15, 2004 for a final decision.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Item #2 – Chief Philipp also noted he has denied the Taxicab Driver License to Greg Soderberg 
due to him being a public safety concern.  Chief Philipp noted if Mr. Soderberg can stay clean 
(out of trouble) for a few years he may reconsider his denial after that time frame has expired.  
Council Member Pacholl noted he would like to give Mr. Soderberg a second chance. 
 
Motion by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Pacholl to move the issue to 
council on November 15, 2004 for a final decision.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Item #3 – City Administrator Jim Hurm noted things are starting to progress with KSMQ.  Dani 
Heiny is heading up this transition.  We are in the process of looking at bylaws and articles of 
incorporation.  The City of Albert Lea and the Welcome Center have also shown some interest in 
this endeavor.  The goal is to raise $600,000 within three years to help pay for staff and 
upgrades.  Mr. Hurm noted that council may want to appoint himself as the representative on this 
joint powers board until Council meets in 2005 to assign committees. 
 
No further action needed at this time. 
 
Item #4 – Community Development Director Craig Hoium addressed some pictures of a 
residential property which has multiple boats and vehicles being stored on his property.  Mr. 
Hoium stated this property is technically in compliance with our ordinances.  Mr. Hoium noted 
he would like to take the issue to the Planning Commission to review, and then bring back some 
recommended changes to the ordinance for council to review. 
 
Motion by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to approve 
of Mr. Hoium addressing the pertinent ordinances with the Planning Commission.  Carried 7-0. 
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Council Member Koch questioned if we would be looking at all storage issues.  Mr. Hoium 
noted he would propose to look at all of the storage ordinances currently in effect.  Council 
Member Koch noted he did not want to eliminate storage in residential areas. 
 
Other Item – Chief Philipp noted he has some storage issues with vehicles.  Vandalism is 
occurring at the current location  of the vehicles, and some officers are storing some of the more 
valuable vehicles in their own garages.  The Fair Board has approached us and stated that they 
would be willing to let us rent the Plager Building for $900 per month until April.  Long-term, 
Chief Philipp noted the goal is to have a facility at the new Central Garage location, however 
City Engineer Jon Erichson has stated this will not be bid out this year due to lack of time.  Chief 
Philipp noted the Fair Board wanted an answer tonight as they already have an offer from 
somebody else to rent the facility. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned if the old Central Garage location could be used for this 
storage.  Mr. Dankert noted it was his understanding that the old Central Garage would be torn 
down for the impending Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion. 
 
Other alternatives were discussed.  Mayor Rietz questioned if there was consensus on renting the 
Plager Building from the Fair Board, even at $900 per month if nothing else could be found?  No 
objections were noted. 
 
Council Member Pacholl also noted he has been told by some of the police staff that another 
double garage should be moved into the area near Packer Arena for bike storage.  Chief Philipp 
noted he would like to wait to see what the long-term location at the new Central garage will 
allow for. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:04 p.m.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
Director of Administrative Service 
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